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From
the 

Vicar



One of the great pleasures of my 
job is meeting newcomers to St 
Andrew’s. I love to hear people’s 

stories: their background and interests, their 
family and connections, why they’ve come 
to St Andrew’s, and something of their 
spiritual journey.

Often, I think of the St Andrew’s community 
as an ornate tapestry. Just as individual 
threads in a tapestry are woven together 
to produce something more beautiful and 
strong, so it is when people join together 
to form our vibrant community. We love 
to have new people, each with their own 
stories, gifts and personality, woven into 
St Andrew’s to make something even more 
colorful.
 
Maybe you ask, ‘What does the St Andrew’s 
tapestry look like?’ Our church vision 
communicates our firm purpose: ‘We are a 
community devoted to Jesus Christ, who 
share his gospel, calling on people to follow 
him, and seek the flourishing of Hong Kong.’
 
This past year has certainly been eventful. 
We celebrate the 5th anniversary of the 
completion of the St Andrew’s Life Centre, 
which was built in response to the church’s 
2020 Vision. We give thanks for the 
opportunities this facility has given us to 

grow our community and serve our city.
We also recognize that the past year has 
not been easy. Protests and pandemic 
have brought much change, anxiety, and 
heartache to our city. These challenging 
times have given us ample cause to pause 
and reflect upon the bigger questions of life 
and faith, to bind us more closely together 
as a community of care and support, and to 
draw us closer in trust to God. The tapestry 
might look a little more hard worn and 
frayed, but we’ve also come to value and 
appreciate it more dearly.
 
Thank you for opening up this document 
and for taking the time to read it. It’s 
my hope that you’ll be encouraged by 
what God is doing in and through our 
community. It’s also my prayer that you will 
be emboldened to join with us as we seek 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus, grow in our 
love of him, and serve our city.

Revd. Alex McCoy
Vicar

Just as individual threads in a tapestry are 
woven together to produce something more 
beautiful & strong, so it is when people join 
together to form our vibrant community.
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Discipleship



Disciples are called to follow 
Christ, and following him means 
helping others to follow him. 

So discipleship for St Andrew’s is about 
helping us follow Jesus. Thus we organise 
groups, courses and events to help us 
do just that. Here are some of the ways 
discipleship was developed formally at St 
Andrew’s in 2019-2020.

Groups
Growth Groups are an essential part of 
life at St Andrew’s. Our Sunday services 
are quite large which means it can be 
hard to get to know people, so we rely on 
Growth Groups to be a significant place 
for discipleship and pastoral care. These 
smaller communities gather in various 
forms and sizes but each group typically 
consists of around ten people, who meet 
every one to two weeks, to share their lives, 
to study the Bible, and to pray for each 
other.

There are about 45 different groups at St 
Andrew’s, which are subdivided into six 
different clusters or pastorates: twenties 

& thirties (Oxygen), men’s groups, ladies’ 
groups, family groups, Wednesday 
groups and groups that meet in people’s 
homes. Each cluster has its own program 
of events. Two highlights from the year 
include the twenties and thirties (Oxygen) 
Christmas Party which had fantastic 
food, an evangelistic talk and over 100 
people including guests. The International 
Women’s Tea in September was also a 
big highlight, over 90 ladies attended, 
including women from Home4U, our 
domestic workers’ ministry. 

Courses
St Andrew’s runs many different courses 
and programs to help members to grow in 
their faith. On Sunday mornings we offer 
EQUIP courses through the PTC program 
from Moore Theological College in Sydney 
(Doctrine 1, Doctrine 2, Introduction to the 
Bible). As well as these longer courses, we 
also host lots of one-off seminars, several 
of which have been done online this year.

Many of our courses are intensely practical. 
This year we developed a new course, 
Habits for Christian Growth, to help new 
believers grow in their faith. Each year 
we host a Support Group for Mothers, as 
well as seminars for parents with special 
needs children and for those with children 
applying for Primary One admission.

One of our most important courses 
is Partnership, a 3-week introductory 
course which we run most months to help 
welcome people into the life of the church. 
Over 200 people signed up for Partnership 
this last year.

— Matthew 28:19

Therefore go & make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the 
name of the Father 
& of the Son & of the 
Holy Spirit...”
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Another essential course is our Ministry 
Apprentice Program (MAP). This is our 
in-house training program that we run with 
Ambassador Church and Shatin Anglican 
Church. Each week a group of trainees 
meets on Wednesday afternoons to learn 
how to teach the Bible and to discuss 
pastoral and doctrinal topics. It’s a vital 
part of the way we seek to raise up the next 
generation of leaders at St Andrew’s.   

Home4U
Home4U is our community of migrant 
domestic workers, a safe and welcoming 
space – a home away from home. They 
meet on Sunday afternoons to enjoy a meal 
and study the Bible together, and also on 
public holidays for social events. Home4U 
runs a number of practical courses during 
the year to improve the skills of the 
members, such as First Aid, Cantonese and 
cooking classes. It’s a close-knit community 
and this last year has had many happy 
memories. Two highlights that stand out 
include over 25 ladies who completed our 
Habits for Christian Growth course and 
gained a certificate, and a Missions Sunday 
event with Home for 100th Sheep, a pre-
school for underprivileged children in the 
Philippians.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry
A variety of events were held this year. 
These included a men’s conference 
with Rico Tice in October with over 150 
attending and an International Women’s 
Tea in September with 90 ladies attending. 

Pastoral Care 
At St Andrew’s, we believe the main way 
to provide good care is through faithful 

teaching of God’s Word, and though a 
supportive network of Growth Groups 
and One-to-One Bible reading. However, 
sometimes programs and groups can’t 
meet the needs of individuals. Our staff are 
at hand to meet with people and to provide 
support and prayer. It’s a privilege to be 
involved deeply in the important moments 
of people’s lives – such as those moments 
of distress and illness. We have a team 
of 22 intercessors who are ready to pray 
with people after each Sunday service. 
Prayer meetings are held monthly on the 
first Wednesday night of the month. Other 
significant moments include baptisms, 
funerals and weddings. St Andrew’s usually 
hosts 3 baptism services a year, with 36 
candidates baptised this last year.

Revd. Alistair Gibbs 
Associate Minister

Our staff are at hand 
to meet with people & 
to provide support & 
prayer.
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Evangelism



One of the reasons St Andrew’s exists 
is to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ with Hong Kong and the 

world. Indeed, this is reflected in our values 
to “love the city” and “share the gospel”. We 
passionately believe this is God’s command 
to us as a church and we seek to live this 
out in every area of our church life. Here are 
some highlights from the past year:
 
Courses & Training
We loved running ‘Christianity Explored’ 
courses three times this year to serve those 
with questions about Jesus. We thank God 
over 120 people came along and many 
getting plugged in to life at St Andrew’s.

We also run courses to train our members 
to be better equipped to share the gospel 
in their own areas of influence. Some 
highlights have been running evangelism 
training through ‘Honest Evangelism’, 
apologetics in ‘Towards Belief’ and 
exploring the strengths and weaknesses of 
the global church in ‘For the Love of God’, 
which 100 people attended last summer.

Events
We enjoy inviting people to St Andrew’s. 
We’ve had great fun and explored the 
gospel this year with outreach events 
including Rico Tice’s visit in December for a 
Men’s Conference, training and evangelism. 
Also, our showpiece Christmas and Easter 
services attracted great crowds.

Community
We love to serve the city and value getting 
involved all over Hong Kong. We are very 
active serving our local school, Diocesan 
Girls School, through assemblies, parents 
groups & retreats. We serve the refugee 
community by meeting many of their 
practical needs. 

We are also in partnership with twelve 
local and global mission partners to further 
God’s work in Hong Kong and the world. 
Two highlights were the relaunch of our 
‘Global Mission Sunday’ last May with 
Dr Patrick Fung of OMF and our annual 
‘Compassion Child Sponsorship Sunday’ in 
November. We also have four family units 
overseas promoting the gospel in word and 
deed. I warmly encourage you to visit our 
wbsite for more information on our mission 
partnerships and serving opportunities.

Revd. Darren Pollock
Associate Minister (Evangelism & Mission)

We love to serve the city & value getting involved 
all over Hong Kong.
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Volunteering



St Andrew’s is not only a great place 
of worship, but also one of comfort 
and respite. Through these turbulent 

times we have been committed to our 
duty to serve Christ in the local community 
and beyond. We’re blessed with many 
volunteers who help make our events 
and ministries successful, sharing joy and 
love, bringing people together whilst 
proclaiming the wonderful message of 
Christ.  

While our dedicated team of over 150 
members strive to make our Sunday 
services incredible, we have talented 
people serving in many areas. For instance, 
our baking team never ceases to amaze us 
with their culinary skills. With a record of 
800+ mince pies being made alongside 
other delicacies so generously contributed 
by our bakers, our Christmas celebration 
was once again extra special, glowing with 
warmth and love. We are truly grateful for 
their gifts of hospitality.

In partnership with various mission 
partners, we are also excited to see our 
volunteer teams continue to serve through 
the many opportunities we have to offer. 
Our team that regulalry visits The Home 
of Loving Faithfulness demonstrates 

consistent dedication to love those with 
special needs by building sustainable 
relationships and giving practical care. I am 
also pleased to see our brothers and sisters 
continue to serve those in prisons. We have 
many volunteers seeking to proclaim Jesus 
and give support in our prison ministry 
teams.

There are so many more great efforts to 
recount, such as the tremendous work of 
our team that passionately run the Inner 
City Ministries (ICM) Kid’s Club once a 
month.   

We are also encouraged to share with you 
that even in the face of the unknown, with 
COVID-19 affecting local communities, 
especially the elderly and under-
privileged, the St Andrew’s community 
donated over 12,000 face masks, 90 litres 
of hand sanitisers and HKD 80,000 worth of 
supermarket coupons that were distributed 
to those in need across Hong Kong.

While I am in awe to see the commitment 
and enthusiasm shown here at St Andrew’s, 
I pray that we will always be reminded to 
fan into flame the gift of God to continue 
his good works.

Debbie Lee
Events & Volunteers Coordinator

We’re blessed with many volunteers who help 
make our events & ministries successful, sharing 
joy & love, bringing people together whilst 
proclaiming the wonderful message of Christ.
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Children’s
Ministry



It was a pizza party with a difference.  
Children had to gain a ticket by 
memorizing all the books of the  

Bible. I was pretty sure our 8, 9 and 10- 
year olds could do it. Little did I know  
how determined some of our 5-year olds  
would be!
 
After lots of practising the big day arrived.  
62 children (2 of them aged 5) succeeded! 
The rest could recite half or ¾ of the books 
off by heart as well. During this time, 
children also learned that the Bible was 
written by more than 40 authors, over 1600 
years and divided into the Old and New 
Testament. The knock-on effects were 
children recognizing which books belong 
to which testament and ultimately, they 
became more interested in the stories of 
the Bible and what it teaches them about 
Jesus.   
 
At Children’s Ministry, this is our goal: 
to teach children about the God of the 
Bible, who loves them and wants to have 
a personal relationship with each of 
them. We believe children can commit to 
following Jesus as Jesus makes it plain  
for all to understand.

In Mark 10:14, Jesus said: “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these”. That’s why we teach 
children about Jesus in Creche, Kidzone 
and Friendship Garden Playgroup, to lead 
them to Christ.

Carol Strydom
Director of Children’s Ministry

— Mark 10:14

Let the little 
children come 
to me, & do not 
hinder them, for 
the kingdom of 
God belongs to 
such as these.”
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Youth
Ministry



Youth ministry at its core is like 
any other ministry, it is about the 
growth and maturing of God’s 

people regardless of how old they are! 

Held on Sunday mornings and Friday 
nights, our aim at ST.AND Youth is to 
encourage whole hearted discipleship 
through the faithful and applicable 
teaching of the Bible in both speech and 
song, expressing humble dependence 
upon God in prayer, all in the context of 
authentic friendships, fellowship, and fun. 
These things shape all the time that we 
have together whether that is listening to a 
talk, playing games, singing worship songs, 
praying in huddles, or breaking out into 
discussion groups.
 
This past year has been a turbulent year 
for youth ministry - with all that has been 
happening in Hong Kong. Students seem 
to have been particularly affected. Despite 
plenty of challenges, there have been many 
opportunities and more than a few stories 
of youth growing in their trust in God. We 
have particularly enjoyed those few times 
where we have been able to break from 
our usual pattern on Sundays and have a 
big social at a place like Crossfire Arena, 
or even our special Christmas service last 
December!

Please keep this ministry and the youth 
particularly in your prayers during this time 
in Hong Kong.

Ian Millar
Director of Youth Ministry

Despite plenty 
of challenges, 
there have 
been many 
opportunities & 
more than a few 
stories of youth 
growing in their 
trust in God.
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Elderly 
Ministry



The Elderly Ministry at St Andrew’s 
aims to bring the gospel to the 
elderly family members of our 

church members who do not speak 
English, and to disciple them. We also aim 
to serve the deprived elderly in the local 
community.

Cantonese Alpha Course 
Two courses were held in the year. 23 
elderly attended, with 5 accepting Christ 
as Lord and Saviour! We use interactive 
activities and talks to help the elderly to 
understand the gospel.

SilverZone
SilverZone takes place every Sunday for 
those who completed the Cantonese Alpha 
Course.  We particpate in worship, games, 
bible teaching, crafts, Holy Communion 
and refreshments. 22 elderly are actively 
participating.  They learnt about the 
parables of Jesus, Christian living and 
Genesis in the past year. Highlights are the 
Family Fun Day and Christmas Celebration 
which included a nativity play.

Elderly Home Visits
In partnership with SKH Lok Man Alice 
Kwok Integrated Service Centre, we have a 
team that regularly visit 30+ single-living, 
deprived elderly in To Kwa Wan. Through 
the mission Sunday, we recruited many new 
volunteers and had 45 volunteers join the 
Christmas visit.  The Team felt so blessed to 
be able to put God’s love in action.

Fun Day on 7 January – 120 elderly from the 
local community came and had a wonderful 
time playing in the game booths, singing, 
enjoying the performances and self-catered 
meal served by our volunteers.  We were so 
blessed to see their happy faces.

Juliana Wong
Pastoral Worker (Elderly Ministry)

Not in my wildest 
dreams did I think 
my mum would 
get baptised at St 
Andrew’s. God worked 
wonders through 
the Cantonese Alpha 
Course — which is 
now a high point of 
her week. She enjoys 
the fellowship, loves 
listening to the gospel 
& rejoices in the 
eternal hope found  
in Jesus.”
—St Andrew’s member
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Creative 
Ministry



We believe faith in Jesus should 
be expressed creatively. 
Our Creative Ministry seeks 

to encourage, uplift and strengthen the 
church in ways that engage the mind and 
heart. We strive to worship our creator God 
with the gifts and talents he’s given us. 
Although our roles vary, each member is 
vital in sharing our vision to proclaim Jesus.
 
Each Sunday is a new and exciting 
opportunity for us to share the life-
changing news of the gospel. There 
are many visible ways we serve from 
up-front: leading in musical worship, 
reading the Bible or guiding the church 
in corporate prayer. However, a lot goes 
on behind the scenes as well! Our team 
is involved in photography, multimedia 
operation, music training, videography 
and digital communications. Volunteers 
and staff enjoy working closely together, 
collaborating to adorn the gospel in 
beautiful and impactful ways.
 
There are also some seasonal occasions 
where we go ‘above-and-beyond’ our 
usual outputs to enliven the message 
of Jesus. Easter and Christmas provide 

unique opportunities for friends and 
family to come and worship together. We 
like to make these moments extra special 
with different musical instrumentation 
and sometimes the addition of a choir. 
Conferences, outreach events and music 
training are also hosted from time-to-time 
for St Andrew’s and our wider church 
network.

It’s truly a joy and privilege to worship our 
God creatively. We’re thankful for the many 
people who serve our church and we’re 
always looking for more to join our team!

June Lee
Associate Director of Music

Jack Duffin
Director of Communications

Volunteers & staff 
enjoy working closely 
together, collaborating 
to adorn the gospel in 
beautiful & impactful 
ways.
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Putonghua
Ministry



The Putonghua speaking ministry 
at St Andrew’s is a community of 
people from different backgrounds 

and ages, united in our common faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are all about knowing 
Jesus more deeply, growing in our love for 
him, and sharing his message with others. 

We have a small but vibrant children’s 
ministry. This past year we’ve conducted 
Vacation Bible Schools (VBS) with the 
themes of ‘Superhero’ and ‘Christmas 
Story’. We love seeing new families coming 
to our church. 

We believe a faithful Christian community 
is one that prays together and shares the 
gospel of Jesus together. We have weekly 
prayer meetings, as we bring to our great 
God the needs of our church, our city, 
and our world. We also conduct regular 
evangelistic events, as we seek to share 
Jesus with our family and friends. We’re a 
community that welcomes new believers 
in Jesus. This year we’ve rejoiced in seeing 
thirteen people baptised and thirteen 
people confirmed in their faith. 

Our common priority is to get to know 
Jesus and his truth more deeply. Every 
Sunday we learn from the Bible and remind 

ourselves of the gospel. We have many 
weekly small group bible studies, as well as 
courses to equip us to grow in our faith. 

We’re also a community that seeks to 
continue regularly meeting even when 
it’s difficult. We’ve been able to support 
one another through Zoom meetings and 
online services. 

Wherever you are in your spiritual walk, 
whether investigating faith or looking for a 
Christian community to join, we welcome 
you at our Putonghua service.

Revd. Sok Han Yong
Associate Minister (Putonghua Ministry)

We believe a faithful 
Christian community 
is one that prays 
together & shares the 
gospel of Jesus together.

21



Resurrection Church is a daughter 
church of St Andrews, which     
was planted over 30 years ago 

to proclaim the gospel to the English-
speaking community of Sai Kung, 
Clearwater Bay and Tseung Kwan O.

We are a diverse congregation which is 
grounded in the Bible, contemporary in 
service style, and committed to glorifying 
God by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord. If 
you live within striking distance, we would 
love to welcome you to join us for our 
Sunday Service (including age-appropriate 
groups for children and youth) at 10am in 
Pak Sha Wan.

Here at Resurrection Church, we believe 
that according to the Bible, the local church 
is God’s plan-A for reaching the lost, 
maturing disciples and sending workers 
into the harvest fields. God has placed our 
church at the heart of a very international 
community where people are constantly 
coming and going, so that as we gather to 
do all the normal work of the local church 
we are having a very international impact!

How? 

As we do the work of evangelism - through 
our Parents & Tots playgroup, Christianity 
Explored courses, regular personal 
evangelism, and evangelistic events – we 
see people from around the world coming 
to faith. 

As we commit ourselves to growing as 
disciples – through one-to-one Bible 
studies, small groups, prayer meetings, 
and practical service – we see the nations 
learning to worship the Lord with the whole 
of their lives.

As we learn how to understand and teach 
the Bible to others – through theological 
courses, ministry training, and ministry 
leadership – we are sending more workers 
out to gather the Lord’s harvest amongst 
every nation, tribe and tongue. 

Although our district is one of the most 
rural and relaxed in Hong Kong, it turns 
out that when the Lord is at work the local 
church is still a very exciting place to be!

Revd. Lucas Durrant
Minister-In-Charge, Resurrection Church
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We’re far from a 
perfect church, but  
we are growing in 
Christ, sharing our 
lives, & reaching the 
world.

Shatin Anglican is St Andrew’s 
daughter church in the New 
Territories. Our vision statement, 

‘Growing in Jesus, Sharing Our lives and 
Reaching the World’ is taken from Acts 
2:42-47. In this busy Hong Kong, we aim 
to do a lot of our growing, sharing and 
reaching by equipping our members to 
participate in one-another ministries.  

The highlight of this past year was 
baptizing eighteen people, eight of whom 
were adults who had become Christians in 
the previous couple of years. Our women’s 
ministry has been reaching out to the 
local ESF school, and it was great to see 
a handful of women profess their faith in 
Christ together with tears and hug each 
other, as they became sisters for eternity. 

2019 brought sad news as well, as we said 
goodbye to Rhys and Keturah Owens, a 
power-couple who served as our Youth and 
Children’s workers. They were replaced 
by our new Youth Director Rhoda Chan. 
Rhoda grew up in Shatin Church and is 
an alumna of Solid Rock Youth Group, 
which she now leads. She defies many 
stereotypes of a Hong Kong woman by 

loving sports, especially the NBA, and 
being the most technologically adept staff 
member on the team.

There were many other events this year 
like our Weekend Away with Barry Cooper, 
the co-creator of Christianity Explored, 
meeting and worshipping in the midst of 
the protests, and launching our partnership 
with Compassion International. We’re far 
from a perfect church, but we are growing 
in Christ, sharing our lives, and reaching 
the world.

Revd. Heewoo Han
Minister-In-Charge, Shatin Anglican Church
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